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Bill Jones in 1939 (NAA B883, WX35). 

Herbert Watson (‘Bill’) Jones (1917-2000) was born 24 January 1917 at 17 

Devon Road Bassendean to parents Herbert Walter and Annie May (nee Watson) 

Jones, who had married at Guildford in 1903.  ‘Bill’ Jones had siblings Marjorie 

b.1904, Malcolm b.1906, Leta b.1909, and Grace b.1912, all sharing the middle 

name Watson from their mother’s family.  Bill gained his early education at 

Bassendean Primary School, and went on to secondary schooling at Perth Boys 

School, leaving there after gaining his Junior Certificate at the age of fifteen.  

During this time, Annie Jones died in April 1930 after a long illness, aged 49 years 

– Bill was just thirteen years old. 

Bill commenced his first employment with Plunkett’s Building and Investment 

Company in 1933 – in a position secured for him by his older brother who was 

already employed by the business.  Bill began as an office junior, and his tasks 

included ‘riding around Bayswater collecting rents for old Charlie Plunkett’.  He 

continued with the Company, engaged for much of his tenure in producing 

sketches and working drawings for various projects.  During his time with 

Plunkett’s, Bill attended night classes in Building Construction and Drawing at 

Perth Technical College (PTC), and took a course in Art and Colouring with artist 

A.B. Webb.  In 1938 he departed Plunkett’s of his own volition, joining prominent 

building contractor A.N. Fewster to take charge of administration in the office.  

Seeking to become an architect, Bill approached Alfred R.L. Wright (1861-1939), 

long-serving chair at the Architects Board of Western Australia, who 

recommended that Bill seek to pay a premium and complete articles with an 

architect - but this was an expensive pathway well beyond his means. 
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The twenty-two-year-old enlisted for Second World War (1939-1945) service with 

the Royal Australian Artillery 2/3rd Field Regiment at Subiaco in October 1939, 

his occupation was listed as clerk, living with his father at Devon Road.  His initial 

commanding officer was a prominent architect in private life, Lieutenant Colonel 

Athol Hobbs (1899-1979), who led the regiment from October 1939 to August 

1940.  Bill undertook training at Northam in November 1939, and soon embarked 

for overseas, arriving in the UK during June of 1940.  There he undertook Field 

Artillery Courses at Larkhill, Wiltshire, on the south edge of the Salisbury Plain 

during July-August 1940.  Bill saw service in the Middle East from December 

1940 with the regiment, fighting Germans and Italians with the Allied ‘Rats of 

Tobruk’, and then against Germans in Greece during March-June 1941. 

 

Libya, January 1941 ‘The survey party gather after the battle for Tobruk’:  rear L-R - N. Gerke, 

J. Bremner, H.W. Jones, G. Tyler, front L-R – R.S. Eitzen, R. Perry, C Besanko (Paul Jones). 

A disastrous series of withdrawals followed in which the 2/3rd Field Regiment lost 

many of its company, and were forced to abandon their equipment.  Finally, on 

27 April 1941 the regiment was evacuated from Greece on board HMS Ajax and 

withdrew back to Crete.  The regiment continued to fight until it was withdrawn by 

sea on 31 May, leaving behind 129 men who were captured.  One of these was 

another Perth architect, Captain John Fitzhardinge (1911-2008).  Seized by the 

crew of an Italian submarine in June 1941 whilst escaping from Crete in a small 

boat, he was a prisoner of war for four years in Italy and Germany.  After being 

reformed and re-equipped in Palestine, Bill’s troop remained in the Middle East 

until February 1942 when the 6th Division was recalled back to Australia in 

response to the growing threat posed by Japan's entry into the war.  Arriving in 

Adelaide in March 1942, the regiment was stationed at Aldgate until May when it 

was transferred to Townsville, Queensland, by rail. 
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Bill Jones and Betty Macaulay at Northam Army Camp in 1939 (Paul Jones). 

In May 1942 Bill became engaged to Beatrice (Betty) May Macaulay of Guildford, 

whom he had known before the war commenced.  In December 1942 Bill was 

appointed Major, and with a week or so leave granted, a hurried telegram was 

sent to Betty to say ‘I’m coming home! – we’re getting married!’.  With a week to 

prepare, a flurry of activity and excitement ensued at the Macaulay household 

culminating in a wedding at St Matthew’s Garrison Church Guildford on 2 January 

1943, and Bill soon left to rejoin his unit in Queensland during late January. 

In June 1943, the regiment was moved to the Atherton Tablelands, where it was 

re-organised for jungle warfare.  Bill undertook further training, a Naval 

Bombardment Course in September 1943, and he attended a 6th Division Photo 

Interpretation Course in June 1944.  By this time, as with a considerable number 

of veterans who had witnessed terrible deaths and trauma, Bill was suffering 

badly from post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD).  He was admitted in July 1944 

to a succession of hospitals for treatment and thankfully, Bill was able to return 

to WA and the care of his wife and family in September 1944, finally being 

discharged from the army in late 1944. 

On arriving home and prior to formal discharge from the Army, Bill applied to 

undertake architectural training under the auspices of the Commonwealth 

Reconstruction Training Scheme (CRTS), allowing part-time studies at PTC in 

1945, and at the same time obtaining work as an architectural draftsman within 

the Commonwealth Department of Works and Housing. 
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Following the difficult birth of the couple’s first child Helen in September 1945, 

Betty was diagnosed with a debilitating respiratory illness requiring many years 

of treatment and intermittent hospitalizations, resulting in a disjointed family life 

for the next thirteen years, with three of their five children spending the first six 

months of their lives in ‘isolation’ at Morriston Preventorium in Gugeri Street at 

Claremont. 

The CRTS funding assisted Bill Jones when in 1946 he elected to study 

architecture in the newly-founded course at PTC, under the directorship of 

William (Bill) H. Robertson (1905-1953).  Bill Robertson and Betty Jones had a 

close bond, attested to by correspondence between the two, with both suffering 

the same illness. 

 

Edwin J. Whitaker (1928-2013), Ivan D. Clairs (1926-2006), John (Jack) G. White (1927-2020), 

Peter P. Garbin (1928-2023), and Bruce H. Hawkins (1924-1998, son of architect F.G.B. 

Hawkins) digging footings at 15 Devon Road Bassendean in 1947 (Paul Jones). 

In February 1947 Bill applied to the Workers’ Homes Board to build a house at 

15 Devon Road Bassendean, the site of the tennis court owned by his father 

adjoining his property at 17 Devon Road, enlisting the help of some of his younger 

student mates to assist with the construction.  Times were tough during 1947 and 

1948, with Betty hospitalized, Bill studying full time, funding a house-build, at the 

same time living with his eldest child and his sister and brother-in-law at their 

house in South Guildford. 
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Bill Jones drawings at PTC: ‘A Comparison of Greek Doric & Ionic Orders’ July 1947; 

‘Renaissance Details’ October 1948 (Paul Jones). 

Initially offered as a six-year diploma consisting of three years full-time and three 

years part-time in conjunction with work within a practice, by the time the first 

seven graduates of 1950 registered as architects the PTC qualification had 

changed to an Associateship in Architecture.  Prior to the course at PTC, 

architects in WA were trained as articled students within an architectural practice.  

They could, however, attend outside classes. 

 

Bill Jones’ design for a Bus Terminus at the corner of William Street and Bazaar Terrace 

(Mounts Bay Road) Perth - PTC Design III Esquisse, July 1950 (Phi, 1951, p.8). 
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Having already commenced employment with architect F.G.B. Hawkins (1885-

1956) in his office at 179 St George’s Terrace Perth (Mercantile Mutual Building) 

in January 1949, Bill was granted in April 1949 an ‘Architecture under Pupillage’ 

position within the provisions of the CRTS.  Bill continued to be employed in 

Hawkins’ office until 1951, became a student member of the Royal Australian 

Institute of Architects (RAIA), and continued his employment when the business 

became Hawkins & Sands.  To add to the pressures of all he was dealing with, 

Bill’s father ‘Herb’ Jones died in April of 1951 at Bassendean, aged 73 years. 

The world-wise and thirty-four-year-old Jones was one of just three individuals 

who completed the fifth year of the architecture course at PTC in 1951, along with 

another war service colleague in Ean McDonald (1918-2011), and twenty-three-

year-old Ed Whitaker (1928-2013).  Whitaker (no. 230) and McDonald (no. 231) 

both registered with the Architects Board of Western Australia (ABWA) in March 

1952, followed by Bill Jones (no. 238) in July 1952. 

The period 1952 through to 1954 saw Bill employed by architects Forbes & 

Fitzhardinge, Ean McDonald, and with the Education Department.  At this time 

dealing with housekeepers, a second child, and his wife intermittently 

hospitalised, he made the bold decision to go into practice himself - sharing office 

space and staff with Kenneth Broadhurst (1923-2010) at 135 St George’s Terrace 

Perth (WA Trustee Building).  During this period 1955-1960, he undertook various 

commercial, institutional, and residential commissions including for clients based 

within his Bassendean community. 

The Western Australian Branch of the Timber Development Association of 

Australia was established in 1957 with Keith Murray as its first director to provide 

an authoritative information service for all matters relating to timber.  Keith was 

for some years editor of the Architectural and Real Estate Section of The West 

Australian Newspaper, and a regular contributor to architectural and building 

journals.  Both Keith and his wife Ailsa had been friends and neighbours with Bill 

in Bassendean and Betty in Guildford during their formative years, and later in 

Bill’s professional role as architect.  With this close connection, Keith recruited 

Bill to present lectures in timber technology and timber construction methods over 

several years. 
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The Jones’ 1912 stone house ‘The Chalet’ at 90 Darlington Road Darlington 

(https://www.realestate.com.au/property/90-darlington-rd-darlington-wa-6070/). 

With another two children, Betty in better health and the Devon Road house 

becoming too small, 1960 saw a change in direction for Bill, leaving private 

practice and commencing teaching architecture at PTC; the family relocating to 

a rambling 1912 stone house ‘The Chalet’ at 90 Darlington Road in Darlington.  

Bill was attracted to Darlington with its vibrant arts and architecture community, 

with locals including Bill Robertson (prior to his untimely death in 1953), Arnold 

Camerer (eventually head of the architectural school), and ‘Bill Robby’s’ widow 

Hermoine continuing to reside there into the 1960s.  Bill took an active part in the 

Darlington community including at St Cuthbert’s Church, where renowned artist 

Guy Grey-Smith and Bill had input to improvements of the building; Darlington 

Primary School P&C Association, again where Bill advised on development; and 

with the local volunteer fire brigade, where he was at times in charge of fighting 

fires with just rakes, knapsack sprays and hessian bags. 

Bill continued with lecturing at PTC and then at the Western Australian Institute 

of Technology (WAIT) when the course was transferred in 1967, eventually 

retiring in January 1982 at 65 years of age.  In retirement, he read widely, 

submitted designs for low cost light-weight ferro-cement houses formed on 

inflatable formwork for a United Nations sponsored competition, built furniture, 

and an eighteen-foot long plywood trailer-sailer.  Bill also took an active part in 

his Regimental Association, with dinners at Swan Barracks in Francis Street 

Perth, and assisting Perth Legacy.  In 1984 he accepted the Greek Medallion for 

his participation in the Greek and Crete Campaigns of the Second World War.  

Bill was also to be seen on crisp Spring mornings chugging up Darlington Road 

wrapped in his old army great coat, steering a trusty David Brown tractor to 

plough fire breaks around other properties in the neighbourhood. 
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Following minor surgery at Royal Perth Hospital, Bill Jones died unexpectedly on 

8 April 2000, aged 83 years.  He was survived by wife Betty, who lived another 

nine years, and children Helen D’Emden, Paul Jones (ABWA no. 1222), Nanette 

Mitchell, Mark Metternick-Jones and Anthony Jones. 

Bill Jones was one of the 120-plus architects who graduated from PTC between 

1950 and 1967, when the course was transferred to WAIT.  Suffering from PTSD 

from 1943 onward, he was one of the many mid-Twentieth Century Australian 

architects whose lives were severely impacted by the effects of the Second World 

War.  Despite considerable difficulties, Bill managed to achieve a mature-age 

post-war architectural education, and with Betty to raise a family in WA, whilst 

forging a successful career and becoming a valued, respected educator. 

Acknowledged in Visions and Voices: Curtin University Celebrates 50 Years of 

Architectural Education 1946-1996, Bill Jones’ contributions can be measured 

with other long-serving Western Australian post-war architectural educators in 

the likes of Bill Robertson, Arnold Camerer, Allan Douglas, Senior Bolland, 

Margaret Pitt Morison, Wally Greenham, John White, Ron Dyer, Bob Blatchford, 

Michael Beasley, Peter Little, Duncan Richards, and Laurie Hegvold. 
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